
Very short. Very inspiring. Very intelligent.

I am addicted to this series of pocket-portable introductory lectures
Guardian Review

these Very Short Introductions. . . 
have a style and integrity all of their own
Scotsman

Always invigorating
Independent on Sunday

A series of instantly 
accessible handbooks 
that neither shame our 
ignorance nor frighten 
us with their erudition. 
All are to be applauded
Oxford Times

A thoroughly good idea. 
Snappy, small-format. . . 
stylish design. . . 
perfect to pop into your 
pocket for spare moments
Lisa Jardine, The Times

Now
there is
more to
  learn...
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EMPIRE
Stephen Howe

The history of the world is the history of empires—
a history that has not come to an end. Not 
only are we living with the legacies of the great 
colonial empires of the past, but also with the new 
economic-based imperial systems of the modern 
world. There are those who think that the Internet 
is a new kind of ‘global empire’, that the idea of 
‘international law’ is a gigantic fraud, and even 
that Britain is itself the last colony of the British 
Empire. This book looks at what the ‘idea of 
empire’ has meant throughout history—from the ancient Roman Empire, 
through the reign of Genghis Khan, the British Raj, the colonization of 
the Americas by the seafaring Spanish, the Atlantic Slave Trade, and 
the Soviet Empire, to the present day—disentangling the multiple uses 
and abuses of such labels as ‘empire’ and ‘colonial’, and offering a 
compelling look at the profound changes in the modern world.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547092 5

PREHISTORY
Chris Gosden

Many of the familiar aspects of modern life are 
no more than a century or two old, yet our deep 
social structures and skills were in large measure 
developed by small bands of our prehistoric 
ancestors many millennia ago. We all have our 
prehistories, even in this best documented of 
all centuries, and they are vital to our emotional, 
intellectual and social well-being. The book 
compels one to think seriously about who we are 
by considering who we have been, presenting a 
riveting and absorbing exploration through four 
and a half million years of human existence.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547082 6
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SOCRATES
C. C. W. Taylor

Socrates has a unique position in the history of philosophy and 
had it not been for his infl uence on Plato, the whole development 
of Western philosophy might have been unimaginably different. 

Yet Socrates wrote 
nothing himself, and 
our knowledge of him 
is derived primarily 
from the engaging 
and infuriating fi gure 
who appears in Plato’s 
dialogues. This book 
explores the relationship 
between the historical 
Socrates and the 
Platonic character, and 
examines the enduring 
image of Socrates as 
the ideal exemplar of 
the philosophic life; a 
thinker whose moral 
and intellectual integrity 
permeated every detail of 
his life, even in the face 
of betrayal and execution 
by his fellow Athenians.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547458 9

author profi le
Christopher Taylor is a fellow of Corpus Christi College and 
Reader in Philosophy at Oxford University. His publications 
include Plato: Protagoras (Oxford, 1991), (with J.C.B. Gosling) 
The Greeks Pleasure (Oxford, 1982), and The Atomists: 
Leucippus and Democritus (Toronto, 1999).
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ARISTOTLE
Jonathan Barnes

The infl uence of Aristotle, the prince of 
philosophers, on the intellectual history of the 
West is second to none. In this book Jonathan 
Barnes examines Aristotle’s scientifi c research, 
his discoveries in logic, his metaphysical 
theories, his work in psychology, ethics, and 
politics, and his ideas about art and poetry, 
placing his teachings in their historical context.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547099 4

EMOTION
Dylan Evans

Was love invented by European poets in the 
Middle Ages or is it part of human nature? Will 
winning the lottery really make you happy? Is 
it possible to build robots that have feelings? 
These are just some of the intriguing questions 
explored in this guide to the latest thinking about 
emotions. Drawing on a wide range of scientifi c 
research, from anthropology and psychology to 
neuroscience and artifi cial intelligence, this book 
takes the reader on a fascinating journey into the 
human heart.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547097 0

philosophy All booksRs 199
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it is impossible to imagine a clearer treatment of 
the subject, or one that is, within the given limits 
of length, more comprehensive
Frank Kermode

All booksRs 199

LOGIC
Graham Priest

Logic is often perceived as an esoteric subject, having little to do 
with the rest of philosophy, and even less to do with real life. In 
this lively and accessible introduction, Graham Priest shows how 

wrong this conception 
is. He explores the 
philosophical roots of 
the subject, explaining 
how modern formal logic 
deals with issues ranging 
from the existence of 
God and the reality of 
time to paradoxes of 
self-reference, change, 
and probability. Along 
the way, the book 
explains the basic ideas 
of formal logic in simple, 
non-technical terms, as 
well as the philosophical 
pressures to which these 
have responded. This is 
a book for anyone who 
has ever been puzzled 
by a piece of reasoning.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547091 8
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author profi le
Graham Priest is Professor of Philosophy at the University of 
Queensland. He has also held positions at the University of 
St. Andrews  and the University of Western Australia. He is the 
author of In Contradiction, Beyond the Limits of Thought, and 
over 100 articles in Philosophy books and journals.
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PHILOSOPHY
Edward Craig

This lively and engaging book is the ideal 
introduction for anyone who has ever been 
puzzled by what philosophy is or what it is for. 
Edward Craig argues that philosophy is not an 
activity from another planet: learning about it 
is just a matter of broadening and deepening 
what most of us do already. He shows that 
philosophy is no mere intellectual pastime: 
thinkers such as Plato, Buddhist writers, 
Descartes, Hobbes, Hume, Hegel, Darwin, Mill, 
and de Beauvoir were responding to real needs and events—much of 
their work shapes our lives today, and many of their concerns are still 
ours.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547079 6

SOCIOLOGY
Steve Bruce

Drawing on studies of social class, crime and 
deviance, work in bureaucracies, and changes 
in religious and political organizations, this book 
explores the tension between the individual’s 
role in society and society’s role in shaping 
the individual, and demonstrates the value of 
sociology as a perspective for understanding the 
modern world.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547085 7

philosophy

and de Beauvoir were responding to real needs and events—much of 

6

Brilliantly concise Very Short Introductions to almost everything

All booksRs 199

bestseller



7

2

politics All booksRs 199

NATIONALISM
Steven Grosby

In this compelling book, Steven Grosby uses 
examples throughout history, from ancient Israel 
to the present-day Balkans, to discuss how 
nations arise from a sense of kinship, territory, 
history, and shared religion. Highlighting the 
social, philosophical, and anthropological 
perspectives, he asks why nations exist, when 
they fi rst appeared, and what this divisiveness 
can tell us about our nature as human beings.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547454 1

SOCIALISM
Michael Newman

Michael Newman examines and explains the 
successes and failures of modern socialism by 
taking an international perspective—ranging 
from communism in Cuba to social democracy 
in Sweden. Discussing its evolution from 
the industrial towns of the 19th century to 
its response to the feminist, Green, and 
anti-capitalist movements today, Newman 
concludes that, with its values of equality, 
solidarity, and cooperation, socialism remains 
as relevant as ever but that it needs to learn 
lessons from the past.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547453 4

new
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THE EUROPEAN UNION  
John Pinder

This book shows how and why the European Union has developed 
from 1950 up to the present. He explains the interplay between 

governments and 
federal elements in the 
institutions; consensus 
over the single market 
and the environment; 
and confl icts over 
agriculture, social 
policies, the Euro, and 
frontier controls. He 
shows how the Union 
relates to its European 
neighbours, the United 
States, and the rest of 
the world, and outlines 
the choices that lie 
ahead. He is clear about 
his federalist orientation, 
presents the arguments 
fairly, and is scrupulous 
about the facts. 

ISBN: 978 0 19 547456 5

author profi le
John Pinder was Director of the Policy Studies Institute and is 
Honorary Professor at the College of Europe. He has studied the 
development of the European Community since 1950, seeing it as 
a framework for lasting peace and prosperity. His books include 
Britain and the Common Market (1961), The Economics of Europe 
(1971), and The Building of the European Union (1998).
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THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION
Amrita Narlikar

This book provides a timely exploration of what the WTO is, what 
it does, and the complicated politics involved in its negotiations 

and rulings. Confronting 
the controversy 
surrounding the WTO 
head on, the author 
highlights issues of 
power, marginalization, 
and development, and 
raises the important 
question of whether it 
actually deserves the 
reputation it has come 
to acquire.  

ISBN: 978 0 19 547452 7

author profi le
Dr Amrita Narlikar is University Lecturer in International 
Relations at the Centre of International Studies, University of 
Cambridge.

excellent introduction . . . concise and 
refreshingly free of jargon
Times Literary Supplement on Fascism

All booksRs 199
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CAPITALISM
James Fulcher

The word ‘capitalism’ is one that is heard and 
used frequently, but what does the term really 
mean? James Fulcher addresses this issue using 
detailed and absorbing case studies, ranging 
from the East India Company in the 1600s to the 
Barings Bank collapse in 1995. He looks at the 
different forms that capitalism takes in Britain, 
Japan, Sweden, and the United States. He also 
discusses the crisis tendencies of capitalism as 
seen through the tulipomania of 17th-century 
Holland, the recent South-East Asian banking crisis, and the Enron/
Worldcom crisis in America. The book ends by discussing whether 
capitalism is heading for some fi nal crisis, and where alternative 
systems are to be found.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547090 1

DEMOCRACY
Bernard Crick

No political concept is more used, and misused, 
than that of democracy. Nearly every regime 
today claims to be democratic, but not all 
‘democracies’ allow free politics, and the 
practices of free politics came before democratic 
franchises. This book is a short account of the 
history of the doctrine, practices, and institutions 
of democracy, from ancient Greece and Rome 
through the American, French, and Russian 
revolutions, and its varieties and conditions in 
the modern world. It argues that democracy is 
a necessary but not a suffi cient condition for good government, and 
that ideas of the rule of law, and of human rights, and the claims and 
liberties of groups within society must often limit the will of democratic 
majorities.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547094 9
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FASCISM
Kevin Passmore

Kevin Passmore brilliantly unravels the 
paradoxes of one of the most important 
phenomena of the modern world—tracing the 
origins of fascism in the intellectual, political, 
and social crises of the late nineteenth century, 
fascist movements and regimes in Italy and 
Germany, and the fortunes of ‘failed’ fascist 
movements in Eastern Europe, Spain, and 
the Americas. He shows how important racist 
nationalism was to fascism, examines its appeal 
to women and men, workers and capitalists, and concludes with a look 
at the recent revival of the extreme right in Europe.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547078 9

MACHIAVELLI
Quentin Skinner

Niccolo Machiavelli taught that political leaders 
must be prepared to do evil that good may come 
of it, and his name has been a byword ever 
since for duplicity and immorality. Is his sinister 
reputation deserved? In answering this question 
Quentin Skinner focuses on three major works, 
The Prince, the Discourses, and The History of 
Florence, and distils from them an introduction to 
Machiavelli’s doctrines of exemplary clarity.

‘Compulsive reading’
 —W. B. Gallie, New Society

ISBN: 978 0 19 547100 7
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if you want a lucid guide to what we currently 
know about Capitalism in all its complexity, start 
here
David Coates, Wake Forest University, North Carolina
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author profi le 
Manfred Steger is Professor of Politics and Government at Illinois 
State University, and a Research Fellow at the Globalization 
Research Centre of the University of Hawai’i-Manoa. His fi elds 
of expertise include theories and ideologies of globalization, 
comparative political and social theory, theories of non-violence, 
and international politics. His most recent publications include 
Globalism: The Market Ideology, and Gandhi’s Dilemma: 
Nonviolent Principles and Nationalist Power.

GLOBALIZATION
Manfred Steger

‘Globalization’ has become 
the buzzword of our 
time—a term that describes 
a variety of changing 
economic, political, 
cultural, ideological, and 
environmental processes 
that are alleged to have 
accelerated and intensifi ed 
in the last few decades. 
Manfred Steger presents 
globalization in accessible 
language as a multifaceted 
process encompassing 
global, regional, and local 
aspects of social life. He 
explores whether it is a 
new phenomenon, and if 
it should be considered 
a ‘good’ or ‘bad’ 

thing—a question that has been hotly debated in classrooms, 
boardrooms, and on the streets—especially since the 9/11 
terrorist attacks.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547087 1
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POLITICS
Kenneth Minogue

In this provocative but balanced essay, Kenneth 
Minogue discusses the development of politics 
from the ancient world to the twentieth century. 
He prompts us to consider why political systems 
evolve, how politics offers both power and order 
in our society, whether democracy is always a 
good thing, and what future politics may have in 
the twenty-fi rst century.

‘This is a fascinating book which sketches, in 
a very short space, one view of the nature of politics . . . the reader is 
challenged, provoked and stimulated by Minogue’s trenchant views.’
—Ian Davies, Talking Politics

ISBN: 978 0 19 547088 8

TERRORISM
Charles Townshend

Is one person’s terrorist another’s freedom 
fi ghter? Is terrorism crime or war? Can there 
be a ‘war against terrorism’? This book charts 
a clear path through the efforts  to understand 
and explain modern terrorism. It unravels 
complex questions such as: Are terrorists 
criminals? How far does media publicity sustain 
terrorism? What can be done about it? It also 
examines the historical, ideological, and local 
roots of terrorist violence, and the success of 
specifi c terrorist and anti-terrorist campaigns in 
the more distant, as well as the recent past. 

ISBN: 978 0 19 547084 0

very short space, one view of the nature of politics . . . the reader is 

Inspired . . .  beautifully printed and authoritatively 
written . . . punchy and stimulating
Times Higher Education Supplement

All booksRs 199
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author profi le
Damien Keown is Reader in Buddhism at Goldsmiths College, 
University of London, and a Fellow of the Royal Asiatic Society.

BUDDHISM
Damien Keown

In clear and 
straightforward language, 
and with the help of maps, 
diagrams, and illustrations, 
this book explains how 
Buddhism began and how 
it evolved into its present 
day form. The central 
teachings and practices 
are set out clearly, and key 
topics such as karma and 
rebirth, meditation, ethics, 
and Buddhism in the West, 
receive detailed coverage 
in separate chapters. The 
distinguishing features of 
the main schools—such 
as Tibetan and Zen 
Buddhism—are clearly 
explained. 

ISBN: 978 0 19 547461 9

All booksRs 199
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author profi le
Mark Maslin is a Reader at the Environmental Change Research 
Centre, Department of Geography, University College London. 
He has written for the New Scientist and the Guardian, and is 
a regular consultant and commentator for radio and television 
programmes.

GLOBAL WARMING
Mark Maslin

This book is an up-to-date and readable book about the predicted 
impacts of global warming and the surprises that could be in 
store for us in the near future. It unpacks the controversies that 

surround global warming, 
drawing on material from 
the recent report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC), 
a huge collaborative study 
that has gathered current 
thinking on the subject 
from experts in a range 
of disciplines. The author 
presents the fi ndings of 
the Panel for the fi rst time 
and discusses the potential 
climate surprises which the 
IPCC has not yet had time 
to assimilate. He ends by 
discussing the politics of 
global warming, and looks 
at what we can do now to 
adapt to climate change 
and mitigate its worst 
effects.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547455 8
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DREAMING
J. Allan Hobson

Focusing on dreaming to explain the 
mechanisms of sleep and sleep laboratory 
science, the author explains the fascinating 
discoveries of modern sleep science. In this 
book he reveals how  dreaming maintains and 
develops the mind, why we go crazy in our 
dreams in order to avoid doing so when we 
are awake, and why sleep is not just good for 
health but essential for life.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547457 2

QUANTUM THEORY
John Polkinghorne

Quantum Theory is the most revolutionary 
discovery in physics since Newton. In simple, 
non-mathematical language this book unravels 
the strange and exciting ideas that make the 
subatomic world so different from the world 
of the every day. The author lucidly discusses 
such topics as uncertainty, unpredictability, 
wave/particle duality, the unresolved problem of 
measurement, demystifying one of the greatest 
discoveries in the history of physics and one of 
the outstanding intellectual achievements of the 
twentieth century.   

ISBN: 978 0 19 547459 6

science
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EVOLUTION
Brian and Deborah Charlesworth

This incisive and thought-provoking book 
introduces some of the most important 
fi ndings and concepts of evolutionary biology, 
such as the formation and divergence of 
species, adaptation, mutation, and natural 
selection. The authors trace the progress of 
evolutionary thought from the fi rst publication 
of Darwin and Wallace over 140 years ago, 
to recent evidence provided by studying 
evolution at the molecular level. The book ends 
by showing how evolutionary ideas illuminate 
some of the hardest questions in modern 
biology, such as why ageing happens and why 
some animals behave altruistically.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547083 3

PSYCHOLOGY
Gillian Butler 
and Freda McManus

This book provides an up-to-date overview 
of the main areas of psychology, translating 
complex psychological matters, such as 
perception, into readable topics so as to make 
psychology accessible for new-comers to the 
subject. The authors use everyday examples as 
well as research fi ndings to foster curiosity about 
how and why the mind works in the way it does, 
and why we behave in the ways that we do. This 
book explains why knowing about psychology is 
important and relevant in the modern world.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547077 2
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John Polkinghorne has brought to life that 
most mysterious and perplexing of revolutions 
in understanding and has made its mysteries 
accessible
Peter Atkins, University of Oxford, on Quantum Theory

All booksRs 199



arts & culture

author profi le
Margaret Walters was a Lecturer in English at Reading University 
for 20 years, and is now a freelance writer and reviewer. She 
reviews for The Sunday Times, and was a regular contributor 
to the seminal feminist magazine Spare Rib. Her previous 
publications include contributions to Just the Family (Phaidon 
2005) and Who’s Afraid of Feminism edited by Juliet Mitchell and 
Ann Oakley

FEMINISM
Margaret Walters

This book looks at the 
development of feminism, 
exploring its earliest roots as 
well as key issues such as 
voting rights, the liberation 
of the Sixties, and whether 
feminist thought remains 
relevant today. She brings 
the subject completely up to 
date by providing an analysis 
of the current situation of 
women across the globe, 
from Europe and the US to 
the Third World.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547451 0
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the clearest and simplest explanation of 
Shakespeare’s thought I have yet read
Auberon Waugh

author profi le
Germaine Greer is Professor of English and Comparative Studies 
at Warwick University. She is the best-selling author of The 
Female Eunuch, Sex and Destiny and The Whole Woman.

SHAKESPEARE
Germaine Greer

In this book Germaine Greer 
explores Shakespeare 
as a thinker, unravelling 
the methods he used 
to dramatize moral and 
intellectual issues in a way 
that made his audience 
dazzlingly aware of an 
imaginative dimension to 
daily life. She argues that as 
long as Shakespeare’s work 
remains essential to the 
English-speaking world, it 
will retain the values which 
make it unique.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547460 2

SHAKESPEARE
Germaine Greer

In this book Germaine Greer 
explores Shakespeare 
as a thinker, unravelling 
the methods he used 
to dramatize moral and 
intellectual issues in a way 
that made his audience 
dazzlingly aware of an 
imaginative dimension to 
daily life. She argues that as 
long as Shakespeare’s work 
remains essential to the 
English-speaking world, it 
will retain the values which 
make it unique.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547460 2
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ART HISTORY
Dana Arnold

In this clear and concise book, Dana Arnold 
presents an introduction to the issues, debates, 
and artefacts that make up the discipline of 
art history. Using a wide range of images, 
from Easter Island statues to Constable’s The 
Cornfi eld, the author shows how the artworks 
themselves can be the starting point for how 
we ‘read’ art history, and suggests a diversity of 
ways through which we can enjoy, think about, 
and understand art. With a glossary of technical 
terms, and list of useful Web site addresses, this is an invaluable and 
accessible introduction to a fascinating subject.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547086 4

ARCHITECTURE
Andrew Ballantyne

The balance of posterity and practicality in 
architecture throughout history, and its cultural 
relevance—from the Pyramids of Ancient Egypt 
to the Sydney Opera House, starkly contrasted 
with common cottage dwellings—are skilfully 
examined in this book. While the reader is 
introduced to particular historical periods, 
and to particular styles such as ‘baroque’ and 
‘modern’, Andrew Ballantyne goes beyond this 
to explore the economic, political, and aesthetic 
signifi cance of buildings, looking at how 
architecture acquires meaning through tradition and how it contributes 
to our sense of who we are.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547089 5
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LINGUISTICS
P. H. Matthews

Linguistics falls between arts and science, 
where the most fascinating discoveries and 
the most important problems are found. Peter 
Matthews begins his discussion with the 
oldest, ‘arts’ end of the subject and moves 
chronologically through to the latest in scientifi c 
research. He looks in turn at such areas as 
the prehistory of languages and their common 
origins, language and evolution, the nature of 
change inherent in language, grammars and 
dictionaries, and phonetics. An appraisal of the latest research into 
language in neuro-science completes this refreshing and insightful 
introduction to linguistics.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547096 3

LITERARY THEORY
Jonathan Culler

Literary Theory is a controversial subject. Said 
to have transformed the study of culture and 
society in the past two decades, it is accused 
of undermining respect for tradition and truth, 
encouraging suspicion about the political and 
psychological implications of cultural products 
rather than admiration for great literature. In this 
book, Jonathan Culler explains ‘theory’, not by 
describing warring ‘schools’ but by sketching 
key ‘moves’ that theory has encouraged and 
speaking directly about the implications of theory 
for thinking about literature, human identity, and 
the power of language. This lucid introduction will be useful for anyone 
who has wondered what all the fuss is about or who wants to think 
about literature today.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547098 7
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more about . . . grab yourself one of these 
little beauties
Sarky Cutt, Greenwich University



POSTCOLONIALISM
Robert J. C. Young

This innovative and lively book is quite unlike 
any other introduction to postcolonialism. Robert 
Young examines the political, social and cultural 
after-effects of decolonization by presenting 
situations, experiences, and testimony rather 
than examining the abstract theory. He situates 
the debate in a wide cultural context, discussing 
its importance as an historical condition, using 
examples such as the status of aboriginal 
people, of those dispossessed from their 
land, Algerian rai music, postcolonial feminism and global, social and 
ecological movements. Above all, Young argues that postcolonialism 
offers a political philosophy of activism that contests the current 
situation of global inequality, which in a new way continues the anti-
colonial struggles of the past.

ISBN: 978 0 19 547093 2

WORLD MUSIC
Philip V. Bohlman

In this fascinating introduction to the remarkable 
diversity of world music, Bohlman explores the 
interpretation and, sometimes, misinterpretation 
of world music by the West. More recent musical 
encounters in the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries, such as international festivals and 
world fairs, anthologies on recording cylinders, 
and compendia of Native American music, reveal 
the enduring fascination with ethnic diversity. 
World music’s invention and growth, as well as 
concerns for its ‘authenticity’ and ‘universality’, are explored through 
scrutinizing a selection of music cultures and events such as the 
Grammy Awards and the Eurovision Song Contest, as well as through 
examining such musicians as Bob Marley, Manu Dibango, Béla Bartók, 
the Chieftains, and Leadbelly.
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